THE MEDICAL NEWS. 


AND LI 


BRARY., 





VOL. XVII. 


JUNE, 1859. 





CONT 


CLINICS, 
HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS, 
Gastrotomy for Stricture of the sophagus . 
Epithelial Cancer in oe ee of a Burn at 
an Unusuall y Early 

Retention of Urine treafoa by Morphia and 
Carbonate of Soda 

Retroversion of the Uterus causing ‘Retention 
of Urine 


94 


CLINICAL LECTURES. 
Clinical Lecture on Tetanus 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


Domestic Intelligence.—American Medical As- 
sociation. Sumamety of oad Proceedings of 
the Twelfth Annual Mee’ 

Convention of the Professors of the Medical 
Colleges of the United States . 


- 95? 


HABERSHON, DISEASES oF poh ALIMENTARY CANAL, 


93 
$ 


ENTS. 


? Quarantine and Sanitary Convention 
¢ Pennsylvania Hospital . 3 
> Medical Department of Pennsylvania College 113 
Medical Department of the Army . : 
) Navy Medical Board 113 
» College of Physicians and Surgeons, N. ‘York 4 
; ; American Medical Literature . 


ou: Poneto pene Cuan ” mate 
Cure of Epilepsy . 11 

; Chromate of Potash in Warts 

‘ Collodion in On 

Bismuth Snuff in Coryza 

{ Death from Chloroform . 115 

rene & Faraday on Schonbein’s Ozone and av 

nto 

Ro-establishment of the Chair of History of 
Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine at —— oe 

oe) ee Academy of Warsaw P 

09 ' Brutality of Masters of Vessels Hie 

8 PAGES. 


- ll 
11 





CLINICS. 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Gastrotomy for Stricture of the Csopha- 
gus.—Mr. Coorer Forster’s second case 
of gastrotomy on account of stricture of the 
esophagus has, we regret to say, ended as 
did its predecessor. At the time we first 
mentioned it [see preceding No. of this 
journal, p. 70] the boy was doing as well 
as could be expected, and had experienced 
much relief from the measure adopted, 
On the fourth day after the operation, 
symptoms of peritonitis with collapse rather 
suddenly set in, and death soon followed. 
At the autopsy it was found that the adhe- 
sions of the stomach were opened to the 
edges of the wound, had partially given way, 
and that some of the contents of the viscus 
had escaped into the peritoneum. There 
were evidences of commencing peritonitis. 
The mucous membrane of the stomach was 
superficially ulcerated in several places. 


The condition in which the:esophagus was 
found, furnished a most ample justification 
of the operative interference. The part 
affected was that in apposition with the 
trachea at its bifurcation, and it was so nar- 
rowed that a probe could scarcely be passed 
through the diseased tract. It will be re- 
membered that the disease had been caused 
by accidentally swallowing a caustic solu- 
tion, 

Despite the unfavourable termination of 
the first two English cases, we are convinced 
that no sound reasoning can be maintained 
against the operation for the establishment 
of a gastro-cutaneous fistula in cases of irre- 
mediable obstruction of the esophagus. In 
both of the instances before us it was done 
in extremis, and although one patient lived 
but two and the other four days, yet it is 
probable that it did not shorten life in either 
instance. On the other hand, in both it 
undoubtedly mitigated the horrors of death 
from starvation. We may assert, then, that 
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even in these it wasa benefit rather than 
otherwise, for anesthetics fortunately allow 
us to leave out of the account the pain, etc., 
of the operation itself. In the last case the 
disease was not malignant, and had the fis- 
tula once been established and the adhesions 
become consolidated, there appeared no 
reason why life should not have been inde- 
finitely prolonged. The boy’s exhausted 
condition at the time of its performance was 
probably the reason why the process of 
union between the stomach, and the abdo- 
minal wall was so imperfectly accomplished ; 
and the lesson to be learnt from the cases 
seems to be that the operation to be success- 
ful ought to be resorted to before the patient 
has been allowed to sink so low.—Med. 
Times and Gaz., April 16, 1859. 

Epithelial Cancer in the Cicatriz of a 
Burn at an Unusually Early Age.—When 
cancer occurs in young persons it is almost 
always either melanotic or medullary. 
Scirrhus is well known to be very rare 
under the age of 30, and the epithelial form, 
whether affecting the lip, the tongue, or 
some part of the general surface, is not less 
so. Soot cancer is the only exception to 
this remark, arid it becomes such chiefly in 
the children of sweeps inheriting a predis- ; 
position to the disease, and also themselves 
exposed to its peculiar exciting cause. Ex- 
amples of epithelial cancer developed in the 

_ cicatrices of burns, have come under our 
notice not unfrequently in the different hos- ; 
pitals, but they have always hitherto occur- } 
red in patients beyond middle age. A few 
weeks ago a young woman was admitted, 
under Mr. Flower’s care, into the Middle- 
sex Hospital, who furnished an exception to 
the rule above alluded to, her age being 
only 27. The case was also of interest in 
several other respects. She was a pallid 
cachectic woman. The original burn had 
occurred at the age of nine years, and had 
left very extensive cicatrices on the arm, 
shoulder, etc. According to her account, the 
cancerous affection had commenced only 
four months ago, the densest parts of the 
cicatrix on the inner side of the arm being 
those first involved. Its progress had been 
very rapid, and a large cluster of axillary 
glands had become affected, and now formed 
a tumour, over the most prominent part of 
which the skin was just beginning to ulcer. 
ate. As the cancer of the cicatrix advanced 
closely upon the axilla, there was no option 
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but to remove the whole arm. Amputation 
at the shoulder-joint was accordingly per. 
formed, the enlarged glands being subse. 
quently dissected out. 

The rapid progress of the disease in this 
instance is quite in keeping with the early 
age of the patient, and contrasts strongly 
with the usual course of epithelial cancer in 
elderly persons.—Jbid. 

Retention of Urine treated by Morphia 
and Carbonate of Soda.—A patient, suffer. 
ing from retention of urine, was recently 
admitted into the Royal Free Hospital, 
under Mr. Weepen Cooke's care; and, as 
often happens in such cases, it was impos- 
sible to pass a catheter. Full doses of mor- 
phia, with an alkaline carbonate, frequently 
repeated, had the effect of relieving the over- 
distended bladder, as related in the following 
brief notes of the case, furnished by Mr. 
Nathaniel F. Hall, house-surgeon to the 
hospital :— 

Charles L——, aged twenty-five, a watch- 
maker, was admitted on the 20th of March, 
with retention of urine. He was in great 
pain, the bladder being very much distended. 
He had been drinking rum and a small 
quantity of beer the previous night. He has 
had more or less difficulty in passing urine 
the past twelve months. An attempt was 
made to pass a No. 6 catheter, but without 
success, as upon the introduction of the 
instrument he immediately fainted. ‘Three 
drachms of tincture of opium, in half-drachm 
doses, were administered at intervals of half 
an hour. After each dose, an ineffectual 
attempt was made by the house-surgeon to 
pass a catheter. He had an enema contain- 
ing two drachms of the tincture of opium, 
and two warm baths, with the same unsatis- 
factory result. Mr. Weeden Cooke ordered 
one grain of muriate of morphia, with a 
drachm of eesquicarbonate of soda, every 
two hours. In the course of the night, the 
patient passed about four ounces of urine, 
and the following afternoon the bladder was 
fully relieved. He had taken seven grains 
of morphia, and seven drachms of soda, 
before sufficient relief could be obtained. 
He is now doing well, and will leave the 
hospital in a few days.—Lancet, April 30, 
1859. 

Retroversion of the Uterus causing Re- 
tention of Urine—A woman, 35 years of 
age, became the subject of enormous dis- 
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nation, had all the characters of ascites—?on account of sacro-iliac disease. I shall 
that is to say, there was dulness over the; defer any observations which I may have to 
greater part of this cavity, extending high ‘make on the affection for which he came to 
up above the umbilicus, and evidently due ‘us until a future day, when this case will 
to the presence of fluid. A medical practi- ‘be taken in conjunction with other cases of 
tioner who was called to see her was on the } sacro-iliac disease. But this case is of more 
point of performing paracentesis, so urgent {special interest, inasmuch as, while here, 
were the general symptoms. Fortunately, ithe boy was seized with symptoms of teta- 


tension of the abdomen, which, on exami- | this hospital on the 12th of December last, 


this was deferred, and the patient was taken j nus, and eventually died of that affection. 
to the Westminster Hospital, and admitted’ The following are some of the leading 
under the care of Dr. Basham. On minutely {facts of the case: The boy, who appeared 


going into the history of the patient, it was healthy and well nourished, and did not 
elicited that she was three months pregnant ; {seem to labour under any congenital or con- 
and asa catheter could not be introduced 3 | stitational predisposition to disease, became 
into the bladder, an examination per vagi- | affected, six weeks before admission, with 
nam clearly showed that retroversion of the ee of sacro iliac disease. On ad- 
gravid uterus was present, which had pro } mission, no‘hing unusual presented itself in 
bably existed for three weeks, as the abdo- }the symptoms, and our diagnosis was made 
minal swelling had persisted about thattime. {at once. In the ordinary course of treat- 
Urine, to the extent of a few ounces, daily }ment, an issue was made, by means of 
dribbled from the bladder, and the promi- } potassa fusa, over the back of the articula- 
nence - of the distended viscus made the }tion, in the usual way. After the separation 
patient feel as if ready to burst. Mr. P. {of the slough (about the fifth or sixth day), a 
Adair, the house-surgeon, succeeded inj couple of issue-beada were applied to the 
pushing back the fundus of the uterus into } ulcerated surface, in order to keep it open 
its natural position, which at once relieved }and cause a discharge. So far, there was 
the pressure upon the neck of the bladder {nothing to lead us to suspect the coming 
by the os and cervix uteri, and upwards of jevil. On Dec. 24th, the report states that 
agallon of urine flowed away spontaneously; { the patient had some stiffness about the jaws, 
without the aid of a catheter. She has since jand inubility to separate them; there was 
been going on well, and will shortly leave {also some commencing tension about the 
the hospital. sterno-mastoid, and some spasmodic action 
This case is full of interest, from the risk }of the muscles of the neck: in fact, on the 
that the patient ran of being tapped for }24th he was seized with symptoms of the 
dropsy. It, however, proves the truth of {invasion of tetanus. These symptoms in- 
the observation, that in the earlier months } creased, the muscles of the trunk and ex- 
of pregnancy, when retroversion of the uterus {tremities became convulsed, symptoms of 
has taken place, the bladder is most liable {suffocation appeared, and he died on the 
to become distended by the os compressing ; morning of the 28th, in a fit of tetanic spasm, 
its neck. It is quite clear, from the history { notwithstanding the treatment adopted. 
of the patient, that the distension of the} Now, such an occurrence as this is, I 
bladder was consequent upon the displace- ;need scarcely say, most appalling. A pa- 
ment of the uterus, and not the cause of it. ; tient suffering merely from a local affection, 
—Lancet, April 30, 1859. { with constitution unaffected, has an issue 
‘ inserted in the ordinary course of treatment, 
‘and ina few days gets, as the result of that 
{esas (and unquestionably it is the result of 
‘the issue), a disease of which he speedily 
Clinical Lecture on Tetanus.—Delivered }dies. Such an vccurrence would indeed be 
at University College Hospital. By Joun ‘as remarkable as it really is mysterious, 
Ericusen, Esq., Surgeon to the Hospital. } were it not that similar ones are by no means 
GenTLEMEN: The case to which I wish to’ infrequent. In fact, surgeons have learned 
direct your attention to-day, and to which I ‘to look upon tetanus as one of those affec- 
purpose to append come remarks on the heme which necessarily give rise to an ap- 
subject of tetanus, is that of a boy named‘ preciable percentage of deaths in patients 
B——, aged thirteen, who was admitted into ‘ suffering from injuries or operations, 
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With regard to the disease which destroy- 
ed the life of this patient, viz., tetanus, I 
shall say nothing concerning the symptoms, 
because they exhibited nothing peculiar ; 
but I intend to pass in review a few points 
connected with its cause, its nature, and its 
treatment. 

1. Cause.—Individuals may, doubtless, be 
seized with tetanus, although not having 
any breach of surface ; but, in the vast ma- 
jority of cases, the affection comes on as the 
result of wounds of some description, and 
these, very generally, wounds of a trivial 
character. Thus it does not so commonly 
follow compound fractures of the thigh or 
leg, as it does minor injuries of the extremi- 
ties; nor is it so frequent after amputations, 
resection of joints, or the removal of large 
tumors, as it is after many minor operations ; 
so that it may be looked upon as most com- 
monly resulting from minor surgical injuries 
and operations. On looking over a list of 


the cases which have been under my care 
in this hospital, I find that, in not one has 
tetanus come on as the result of the major 
operations, or more severe accidents, but 
such injuries as punctures, and compound 


fracture of the fingers or foot, lacerated 
wound over the wrist, or a burn on the 
trunk, are amongst the injuries giving rise 
to it. So far as operations are concerned, 
although it may certainly occur after the 
major operations, it has generally followed 
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quent amongst the weakly than the robust, 
Indeed, when a person apparently in robust 
health is attacked, it will generally be found 
that, previously to the eupervention of teta- 
nus, he has been subjected to some depresa- 
ing influence—has been out of health in 
some way, and has lost tone and vigour. 
One of the most important causes of teta- 
nus, especially in military surgery, and, 
probably, a not unfrequent one in civil 
practice, is exposure to alterations of tempe- 
rature and currents of cold air. Hennen 
states that this was the most frequent cause 
of tetanus amongst the wounded in the Pe. 
ninsular War. Larrey observed the same 
in Napoleon’s campaigns. After the battle 
of Bautzen, a large number of wounded 
were left upon the field, exposed to the cold 
night air. Next day a considerable propor- 
tion were found to be affected with tetanus. 
After the battle of Dresden, the same thing 
was observed; whilst after Moskowa, where 
the night was warm, although the number 
of wounded was immense, the proportion of 
tetanic cases was very small. In our Indian 
campaigns, at Chillianwallah, and at Feroze- 
pore, the wounded, after severe. exertion 
under a burning sun, were left exposed 
during an exceedingly cold night, and, ac- 
cording to Dr. McLeod, in a very interesting 
work called Notes of the Surgery of the 
Crimean War, which I can strongly recom- 
mend for your perusal, the result was a large 





such operations as those for vari le, fis- 
‘tula in ano, ligature of piles, &c., all of 
which are quite as liable, if not more so, to 
be followed by tetanus, as the severest ope- 
rations in surgery. 

With regard to the general causes of 
tetanus, it is no doubt predisposed to greatly 
by the season of the year, and by epidemic 
constitution. At those periods and seasons 
when there are great alterations of tempe- 
rature—when hot days are succeeded by 
cold nights—tetanus becomes frequent. In 
hospital practice there may be no case for 
months, then several may occur in rapid 
succession. The week before this boy died, 
I saw, not a quarter of a mile from this hos- 
pital, another case which also ended fatally. 
The circumstances in which the patient is 
placed, exercise great influence; it may 
occur in the old as in the young, in the 
weakly as well as in the robust. So far as 
my experience goes, it is more frequent 
amongst young adults and elderly people 
than at the middle period of life; more fre- 





ber of cases of tetanus. M. Baudens, 
again, the chief surgeon to the French army 
in Algeria, noticed, that out of a small num- 
ber of wounded placed in a corridor through 
which played a draught of cold air, a large 
proportion were seized with tetanus in a 
single night. All this points to the import- 
ance of our not allowing wounded or ope- 
rated patients to be exposed to draughts of 
cold air. 

The number of cases of tetanus in pro- 
portion to the number of wounded varies in 
civil and military practice, and in different 
climates, &c. Mr. Rutherford Alcock, who 
accompanied General Evans’s expedition 
into Spain about twenty-five years ago, gives 
the proportion of tetanus to wounded as 1 to 
79. Sir J. M‘Grigor, in the Peninsular war, 
found it to be 1 to 200; and in the Schles- 
wig-Holstein campaign it was, according to 
Stromeyer, 1 to 350. In the Crimea, so far 
as we can judge by official returns, the pro- 
portion of tetanic cases was very small. 
These discrepancies are no doubt due tothe 
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different conditions under which the soldiers ; sive spasms terminating in death in three or 
were placed. Thus, in the Crimea, being ; four days, or in even lees time than that. 
engaged principally in siege operations, the ; We have to inquire into the condition of the 
wounded were not left exposed during the } nervous system, on which such a disease as 
night, but were removed at once, and put } this is dependent. On examining the brain 


under cover ; and in the Schleswig- Holstein 
war, each army, being close to its base of 
operations, could take adequate care of its 
wounded, who therefore were not exposed 
to those conditions which military surgeons 
recognize as the most potent causes of 
tetanus. 

As I have already stated, the proportionate 
number of deaths from tetanus varies widely 
in different climates. At Bombay, according 
to Mr. Poland (who, in a very able paper, 
has exhausted the statistics of tetanus), it is 
2.5 per cent. of all deaths; in London, ac- 
cording to the Registrar-General’s returns, 
.0025 per cent. This preponderance in Bom- 
bay is no doubt owing to the heat of the 
climate; but it must be observed that the 
proportion is not nearly so great amongst 





and spinal cord, we find nothing special to 
the affection—no lesion which would enable 
the most experienced pathologist to say that 
the person had died of tetanus. It is true 
that we often find some congestion, or soft- 
ening, as in this case, just above the cauda 
equina, or a large amount of serosity in the 
ventricles or subarachnoid space, which 
may be turbid or bloody; but all such ap- 
pearances are common to other diseases 
besides tetanus, and none of them will enable 
us to assert the existence of tetanus during 
life. Look at the brain and spinal cord 
before us. They are to all appearance per- 
fectly healthy, with the exception of some 
slight congestion, and a small softened patch 
in the cord, just above the cauda equina. 
They present nospecial appearance, no sign 


the Europeans there as amongst the natives. } by which the acutest pathologist could, by 

The situation of wounds: has this any‘ any examination, anatomical or microsco- 
influence in determining the occurrence of} pical, say that they came from a tetanic 
tetanus? It is a prevalent opinion, both} patient. Finding no structural lesion post 
amongst non-professional and professional} mortem, medical men have been in the 


) 


people, that wounds of the hand, particularly } habit of calling this, in common with other 
those of the thumb, and, above all, those of} diseases of which the exact cause is alike 
the web between the thumb and index fin- ’ unknown, a “ functional disease.’’ But thé 


ger, are more prone to be followed by teta- term ‘‘ functional disease’ is only used as a 
nus than wounds elsewhere. Whether this; cloak to ignorance; there is no such thing 
be true or not, admits, I think, of great; as a functional disease, and the person who 
question. That the hands are much — the expression merely means that he 
liable to injury, and are much more fre-} does not know the organic lesion on which 
quently wounded, than other parts of the} the disorder depends. Every function is the 
body is evident, and the absolute number } result of the action of an organ; every de- 
of cases following such injuries would there- ; rangement of a function is the result of the 
fore be expected to be greater; but whether $ derangement of the corresponding organ; 
the relative number is greater is question- {and no function can be deranged without 
able. On looking over my notes of eighteen ; previous or co-existing derangement of the 


cases of tetanus which have come under my 
observation, and of which I have kept a 
record, I find that in five of the eighteen the 
hand was the seat of injury—that is, a little 
more than one-fourth; but this, I should 
say, is about the proportion which injuries 
of the hand, including those of the most 
trivial character, bear to injuries of all other 
parts of the body. 

2. Nature.—The exact nature of tetanus 
is an unsolved question. Nothing appears 
More mysterious than an affection such as 
this, which often seizes an otherwise appa- 
rently healthy person suffering from some 
slight injury, with the more violent convul- 





organ whose action constitutes the function. 
As pathology advances, the class of ‘‘ func- 
tional disorders’? becomes less and less. 
We do not now hear of functional disorders 
of the heart, lungs, or joints, because the 
pathological anatomy of those parts being 
well understood, it is possible to refer their 
diseases to the real cause. As the physio- 
logy and pathology of the nervous system 
are not yet well ascertained, notwithstand- 
ing the labours of such men as Marshall 
Hall and Brown-Séquard, many affections 
of that system are at present inexplicable, 
and ‘‘functional’’ nervous disorders are 
very common. No surgeon speaks of , 
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‘ functional”? coma, because the particular 
cause (compression) of the coma is well 
known and easily recognized; but one still 
hears of ‘functional’? amaurosis, and teta- 
nus is commonly spoken of as a func- 
tional disease. Amaurosis, when I was a 
student, was looked upon almost solely as 
a “‘functional’’ disorder; but the introduc- 
tion of the ophthalmoscope has shown that 
in most cases where functional disease was 


formerly said to exist, there is, in reality, ; is in no way satisfactory. 
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which the examination is carefully con. 
ducted, it will be found that a nervous twig 
connected with the wound is irritated and 
inflamed ; and this seems to be the starting. 
point for this so-called functional disease, 
Anorganic lesion, not central, but peripheral, 
still exists, as essential to the production of 
the affection. 

3. Treatment.— With regard to the treat- 
ment, [ need say very little, and that little 
The case we are 


some structural change in the nervous appa- ; now considering followed the usual course 
ratus of the eyeball appreciable by the naked } of such attacks, beginning with stiffness of 
eye. So it will be with other affections as} the muscles supplied by the portio dura, 
pathology advances, and disease hitherto; violent general spasms coming on in the 
vaguely and loosely spoken of as functional ; course of twenty-four hours, and death oc- 
will be found to depend on organic changes; curring between the fourth and fifth day. 
as appreciable by the senses as are the? More than half the cases of tetanus die 


changes in an amaurotic retina and choroid. 

Yet there is in traumatic tetanus, I be- 
lieve, always a certain condition of the ner- 
vous system to be met with, if carefully 
looked for, namely, an unhealthy state of 
the nervous branch, or twig, running from 
the wound. This twig will be found impli- 
cated in some way—congested, inflamed, 
infiltrated ; its neurilemma thickened, soft- 
ened, and discoloured, often for a considera- 
ble distance from the wound. I have never 
failed to find this when it has been carefully 
dooked for. In the present instance, a cuta- 
neous branch was found lying bare and in. 
flamed in the bottom of the issue-wound. 
In many other cases I have seen the same. 
Thus, in the case of a girl who had tetanus, 
consequent on a small punctured wound on 
the inner side of the thigh near the knee, a 





before or on the fifth day from the com- 
mencement of the spasms. If the patient 
survive that time, the symptoms tend to 
become milder, the disease may wear itself 
out, and recovery follow. I have seen death 
occur in less than thirty hours, and as late 
as the twentieth day ; so that the fact of the 
attack being very chronic is no proof of its 
innocency. Acuteness of attack, however, 
is a sure sign of great danger. So, also, the 
sooner the symptoms come on after the in- 
fliction of an injury, the greater is the dan- 
ger, and the more speedy the fatal issue. 
In considering the treatment of tetanus, 
we must divide it into that of the acute or 
active, and of the chronic or sub-acute form. 
In the treatment of acute tetanus, I believe 
that no remedy known exercises the slight- 
est curative influence. To drug a person 


branch of the internal cutaneous nerve was} affected with active acute tetanus, is, in my 


found in this condition. I have seen injury 
_ to the internal plantar nerve, by treading on 
a rusty nail, followed by tetanus, and the 
nerve after death found irritated and in- 
flamed. A dorsal cutaneous nerve was im- 
plicated in a case of tetanus following a 
slight burn on the back, and the external 
cutaneous branches of the musculo-spiral 
were affected as high as the bend of the 
elbow, in a patient who died from tetanus 
following injury to the thumb. A similar 
condition of these nerves was observed in a 
man with lacerated wound over the wrist. 
These and other similar cases which have 
fallen under my observation, clearly demon- 
strate, that although we may fail in dis- 
covering any special lesion in the central 
nervous system, yet that in most, and—so 
far as my experience goes—in all cases in 





opinion, utterly useless, I have never seen 
nor heard of a case cured by the routine 
treatment, the sooner we abandon which, I 
think, the better. Calomel and. opium in 
large doses, the vegetable sedatives, bella- 
donna, conium, henbane, opium, or cam- 
phor, largely administered, are all unavailing 
(when the disease is acute) in retarding, 
mitigating, suspending, or arresting its pro- 
gress. If we are ever to cure acute tetanus, 
we must give up this line of treatment, 
which we have been taught by experience 
to be useless, and endeavour to discover 
some new principle to guide us in the man- 
agement of this affection. Yet acute teta- 
nus may be cured, though not, I believe, by 
medicine; and much may be done to miti- 
gate suffering. The first thing to be done 
is to divide the nerve leading from the 
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wound, where it can be found and isolated. ‘ of the nerve leading from the seat of injury, 
The wiser plan would be to divide the trunk . wherever this is practicable ; in the employ- 
of the nerve high up in the limb, so as to ' ment of proper hygienic and dietetic means: 
get beyond the sphere of the local irritation, ;in the removal of all sources of external 
which appears to be the chief organic lesion ‘ excitement and irritation, local and consti- 


( 


discoverable in these cases. Patients have ’ tutional ; and in the administration of mode- 
been cured by this means. Mr. Murray ‘rate doses of calomel and opium, with tur- 
(the surgeon who tied the abdominal aorta)‘ pentine enemata. Such measures as these, 
relates the case of a midshipman, who re- $I say, appear to be more rational, and to 
ceived a wound in the foot from a rusty hold out a better chance for the patient, than 
nail ; tetanus came on; Mr. Murray divided ; the empirical administration of specific se- 
the posterior tibial nerve, and the patient ' datives, which experience has repeatedly 
recovered. Such cases give hope of being } proved to be unavailing in curing the dis- 
able to save others, and this operation should } ease, and often even in mitigating its suffer- 
therefore be done at once, where practicable. ‘ ings.—Lancet, Feb. 26th, 1859. 

It is not, however, by any means, invaria- 
bly successful. Last session, I divided, — 
‘without success, however, the branches of 


the external cutaneous for tetanus. following MEDICAL NEWS. 
a wound of the back of the hand. 

In the general management of the patient, DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
we must remember that we have anexhaust-} American Medical Association. Sum- 
ing disease to deal with; the patient sweats $ mary of the Proceedings of the Twelfth An- 
profusely during the intervals of the spasms, ‘nual Meeting.—The Association convened 
and will soon sink if not supported. All; at Mozart Hall in the city of Lousviile, Ky., 
external causes of excitement should be re- : May 3d, 1859. The President, Dr. Harvey 
moved from about the patient; he should ; Lindsly, called the members to order at 11 
be kept perfectly quiet, his bed surrounded; A.M. The chairman of the Committee of 
with screens or muslin curtains. In addi-{ Arrangements, Dr. R. J. Breckinridge, 
tion to these means, the occasional inhala- { welcomed the Association to this city in a 
tion of chloroform will alleviate, though it { brief and pertinent address. 
will not cure, acute tetanus. Dr. J. B. Flint then, in compliance with 

In sub-acute and chronic tetanus the case $a resolution adopted by the State Medical 
is different. If the patient survive the fifth {Society of Kentucky, bid the Association 
day, and the affection assume a chronic or {‘‘ Welcome to the medical jurisdiction of 
sub-acute character, we may entertain some } Kentucky, assured it of the cordial interest 
hope of his recovery. He should be kept }of the profession of the State in the objects 
quiet—his strength supported. Terebinthi- {and purposes of its institution, and of the 
nate enemata, calomel with opium, bella- {readiness of this Society to co-operate in 
donna, or conium, are the remedies to be 3 all its endeavours to promote the honour and 
employed. Many patients have got well } usefulness of our common calling.”’ 
under, and seemed to be cured by this plan} The roll was then called, after which a 
of treatment. Cannabis indica, ether, and recess of fifteen minutes was ordered, to 
chloroform, have also been recommended, $ enable the State delegations to choose their 
but are not alone to be trusted to. At all } representatives on the Committee of Nomi- | 
events, calomel and opium, and, if you like, } nations. 
belladonna also, may be given with advan-$ On being called to order, the following 
tage. You may also feel disposed to try members were reported as constituting the 
the effect of the sedative alkaloids. I am {above-named committee :— 
not aware of any cure having resulted from} New Hampshire, Dixi Crosby; Massa- 
their use, but atropine, applied liberally, i chusetts, Solomon D. Townsend; Rhode 
has been beneficial, by mitigating the pain } Island, J. H. Eldridge; New York, D. M. 
which the patient suffers. Such alkaloids, ;Reese; New Jersey, A. N. Dougherty; 
or the corresponding vegetable extracts, ; Pennsylvania, R. K. Smith; Delaware, H. 
may therefore be applied with benefit. F. Askew; Maryland, G. W. Lawrence ; 

To sum up: it appears that the best pros- } District Columbia, Cornelius Boyle; Vir- 
pect of a cure is to be found in the division } ginia, L. S. Joynes; North Carolina, Ed- 
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ward Warren, Jun. ; South Carolina, J. M. 
Gaston; Georgia, John W. Jones; Ala- 
bama, J. B. Coombs; Louisiana, S. O. 
Scruggs; Tennessee, E. B. Haskins ; Ken- 
tucky, D. D. Thomson; Ohio, George 
Fries; Indiana, J. H. Brower; Michigan, 


William Brodie; Illinois, C. Goodbrake ; ; Army ; 


Missouri, M. L. Linton; Jowa, D. L.§ 
McGugin; Wisconsin, C. B. Chapman; 
Army, Charles S. Tripler. 

The President then appointed the follow- 
ing Committee on Voluntary Essays: Drs. ; 


Comegys. 

Dr. R. J. Breckinridge, from the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements, announced that 
the hours of business would be from 9 A.M. 
to 1 P. M., and from 3 P. M. until such hour 
as the Convention should adjourn upon reso- 
lution. 

Dr. Harvey Lindsly, the President of: 
the Association, then read his retiring ad- 
dress. 

Dr. L. A. Smith, of New Jersey, moved 
that the thanks of the Association be ten- 
dered to the President for his able and 
eloquent address, and it was ordered to be 
placed in the hands of the appropriate com- 
mittee for publication, among the proceed- 
ings of the meeting. 

Dr. Caspar Wister, chairman of the 
Committee on Publication, read the annual ; 
report of this Committee, and on motion of } 
Dr. Sayre, of New York, the following reso- 
lutions appended to it were adopted :— 

Resolved, That hereafter every paper in- 
tended for publication in the Transactions 
must not only be placed in the hands of the 
Committee of Publication by the first of , 
June, but it must also be so prepared as to } 
require no material alteration or addition at . 
the hands of the author. 

Resolved, That authors of papers be re- 
quired to return their proofs within two | 
weeks after their reception, otherwise they ; 
will be passed over and omitted from the ; 
volume. 

Adjourned until 3 o’clock P. M. 





May 3, AFreRNoon Session. 


Dr. W. L. Sutton, one of the Vice-Presi- 
dents, took the chair at 3 P. M., and called 
the members to order. 

The chairman of the Committee on 
Nominations reported the following officers, ; 





L. P. Yandell, James Bryan, and C. G. 
5 


DOMESTIO INTELLIGENCE. 


‘and the nomination was unanimously con- 


firmed :— 

President.—Henry Miller, M. D., of Ken- 
tucky, 

Vice-Presidents.—H. F. Askew, M.D., 
Delaware; Chas. F. Tripler, M. D., U. 8, 
L. A. Smith, M. D., New Jersey; 
Calvin West, M.D., Iallena. 

Treasurer. = Caspar Wister, M. D,, 
; Pennsylvania. 

Secretary.—S. M, Bemiss, M.D., Ken. 
tucky. 

A committee was appointed to conduct 
: the new officers to their respective chairs, 

The President, in taking his seat, made 
a brief and appropriate address, acknow- 


_ ledging the honour conferred on him. 


Dr. R. J. Breckinridge moved that the 
thanks of the Association be tendered to 
the retiring officers for the faithful and 
assiduous manner in which they have con- 
ducted the business committed to their 
charge, which was unanimously adopted. 

Several names were now offered as can- 
didates for membership by invitation, when, 

On motion of Dr. T. O. Edwards, it was 

Resolved, That all applications for mem- 
bership by invitation be referred to the 
Committee of Arrangement and Creden- 
tials, 

Dr. J. B. Lindsly offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 


‘appointed by the chair to inquire into and 


report upon the propriety of dividing the 
Association into sections, for the purpose 
of performing such parts of its scientific 
labours as may relate to particular branches 
of medicine and surgery. 

The Chair appointed as the committee, 
Dr. Lindsly, of Tennessee, Dr. Brainard, of 
Illinois, and Dr, G. C. Blackman, of Ohio. 

Dr. Davis moved that no person be per- 


: mitted to speak more than twice on the same 


subject, nor more than ten minutes at one 
time, except by consent of the Association ; 
which was adopted. 

The Committee on Prize Essays was 
called on for their report, but the chairman 
being temporarily absent, was postponed. 

The Committee on Medical Education 
was next called on, but failed to report. 

The Committee on Medical Literature 


, algo was not prepared to report. 


A letter from Dr. J. G. F. Holston, of 
Ohio, chairman of the Special Committee 
on the Microscope, was read, reporting pro- 





DOMESTIO INTELLIGENCE. 


gress and begging a continuance for more 
extended investigation; which was referred 
to the Committee on Nominations. 

A letter from Dr. Stephen Smith, of New 
York, fromthe Special Committee on Me- 
dical Jurisprudence, had the same reference. 

The Special Committee on Quarantine 
was not ready to report. 

Dr. Mattingly, of Kentucky, from the Spe- 
cial Committee on Diseases and Mortality 
of Boarding-Schools, asked a continuance 
until next year, in order to obtain further 
information requisite to the full investigation 
of the important subject. The request was 
referred to the Committee on Nominations. 

The Special Committee on Surgical Ope- 
rations for the Relief of Defective Vision, 
on Milk Sickness, and on the Blood-Cor- 
puscle, had the same reference. 

The following report from the Committee 
on Medical Ethics was read, and such por- 
tion of it as related to the action of the 
Dubuque Medical Society in the case of an 
expelled member was, on motion of Dr. T. 
O. Edwards, made the special order for 12 
M. to-morrow :— 


To the American Medical Association :— 

The Committee on Medical Ethics beg 
leave to state that, of the subjects referred 
to them at the last meeting of the Associa- 
tion, they find the following notice in the 
minutes :— 

‘*Dr. Grant, of New Jersey, presented a 
complaint made by the Newark Medical 
Society against the New York Medical Col- 
lege, for a violation of the ethics of the pro- 
fession. Dr. Edwards, of Iowa, presented a 
similar complaint; and Dr. Oakley, of New 
Jersey, a complaint from the Union and 
Essex Counties Medical Society.”’—Trans- 
actions, vol. xi. p. 41. 

_ Upon these several complaints your Com- 
mittee beg leave most respectfully to re- 
port :— 

That the two complaints from the Medical 
Societies of New Jersey refer only to one 
and the same grievance, the particulars of 
which are set forth in a memorial which was 
preeented to the American Medical Asso- 
ciation on the 6th of May, 1858, and which 
is entitled ‘‘ Statement of the Newark Me- 
dical Association in Reference to a Diploma 
granted by the New York Medical College.” 

The facts stated in the memorial, which 
is now appended to this report, were, during 
the last annual meeting of the American 
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Medical Association, examined as carefully 
as time and opportunity would allow. The 
charges therein contained against the New 
York Medical College were admitted to be 
true by Dr. Horace Green, President of said 
college, who, in apology for the same, sub- 
mitted a written statement to your Com- 
mittee, which was at the time accepted as 
satisfactory by the gentlemen then present 
before your Committee on behalf of the 
parties aggrieved ; and being afterwards pre- 
sented with a verbal report by the Com- 
mittee, was received and entered upon the 
minutes in the following terms :— 

‘*Wuereas, it appears from undoubted 
testimony that the New York Medical Col- 
lege have conferred the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine upon a notorious quack of the name 
of John F. Dunker, of Newark, the faculty, 
in the person of the President of said col- 
lege, wish here to declare that the degree 
was obtained under gross deception and false 
testimonials furnished by said Dunker and 
his friends; and they therefore revoke and 
annul his diploma, and declare said Dunker 
to be unworthy of patronage or support from 
authority conferred upon him by this diplo- 
ma.’’—Transactions, vol. xi. p. 49. 

These complaints being thus disposed of, 
your Committee have only to add, in refer- 
ence to them, that the memorial presented 
to the American Medical Association from 
the Newark Medical Association is worthy 
of special notice, as setting forth the negli- 
gent manner in which mere verbal and hear- 
say statements are at times accepted in place 
of authentic written testimonials, from indi- 
viduals presenting themselves as candidates 
for the honours of our profession at some of 
the medical colleges of this country. In this 
respect there is reason to believe that the 
New York Medical College does not stand 
alone; and the publication of the accom- 
panying memorial may be of service in put- 
ting a permanent check to this crying evil. 

The only other complaint referred to your 
Committee was that presented by Dr. Ed- 
wards, of Iowa, preferring a charge from the 
Dubuque Medical Society against one of her 
members, who had been expelled for an 
alleged infraction of the code of medical 
ethics. This complaint does not appear to 
be of such a character as to require adjudi- 
cation here. It has since the last annual 
meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion been adjudged by the Iowa State Medi- 
cal Society (see Transactions of the annual 
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meeting of said society, published at Du- 
buque, Iowa, 1858), and having been then 
settled in the State in which the parties re- 
side, it should now be dismissed. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN WATSON, M.D., 


Chairman. 
New Yorg, April 28,1859. 


Continuances were asked by the Commit- 
tees onthe Pons Varolii, Medulla Oblongata, 
and Spinal Marrow—their Pathology and 
Therapeutics; on American Medical Ne- 
crology; on the Hygienic Relations of Air, 
Food, and Water, the Natural and Artificial 
Causes of their Impurity, and the best Me- 
thods by which they can be made most ef- 
fectually to contribute to the Public Health; 
on the Effect of the Virus of Rattlesnakes, 
&c., when introduced into the System of 
the Mammalia; on the Climate of the Pa- 
cific Coast, and its Modifying Influences 
upon Inflammatory Action and Diseases 
generally ; on the Constitutional Origin of 
Local Diseases, and the Local Origin of 
Constitutional Diseases; on the Physiolo- 
gical Effects of the Hydrocarbons; on Epi- 
lepsy ; on the Causes of the Impulse of the 
Heart, and the Agencies which influence it 
in Health and Disease; and on the Best 
Substitute for Cinchona and its Preparations 
in the Treatment of Intermittent Fever, 
&c.; all of which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Nominations. 

The Special Committee on Government 
Meteorological Reports made a report, writ 
ten by Dr. R. H. Coolidge, of the U. S. 
Army, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

The Committee, appointed in May, 1857, 
on Criminal Abortion, submitted a report, 
written by Dr. Storer, of Boston, which was 
referred to thé Committee on Publication. 

- The following resolutions appended to this 
report were unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That while physicians have 
long been united in condemning the act of 
producing abortion, at every period'of ges. 
tation, except as necessary for preserving 
the life of either mother or child, it has be- 
come the duty of this Association, in view 
of the prevalence and increasing frequency 
of the crime, publicly to enter an earnest 
and solemn protest against such unwarrant- 
able destruction of human life. 

Resolved, That in pursuance of the grand 
and noble calling we profess—the saving of 
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human lives—and of the sacred responsi- 
bilities thereby devolving upon us, the As- 
sociation present this subject to the attention 
of the several legislative assemblies of the 
Union, with the prayer that the laws by 
which the crime of procuring abortion is 
attempted.to be controlled may be revised, 
and that such other action may be taken in 
the premises as they in their wisdom may 
deem necessary. 

Resolved, That the Association request 
the zealous co-operation of the various State 
Medical Societies in pressing the subject up- 
on the legislatures of their respective States, 
and that the President and Secretaries of the 
Association are hereby authorized to carry 


out by memorial these resolutions. 


The Association then adjourned till to- 
morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 


May 4.—Mornine Session. 


The President, Dr. Miller, in the chair. 

The chairman of the Committee on No- 
minations called attention to the fact that 
the committee could not act definitively until 
the place for next year’s meeting should be 
designated. He stated also that the Medical 
State Society of Connecticut had requested 
that an amendment to the constitu'ion pro- 
posed two years since should be taken from 
the table, relative to the time of meeting. 

It was moved by Dr. Blatchford, and se- 
conded by Dr. Sayre, that the amendment 
to the third article of the constitution be 
taken vp, which proposes to add, after the 
words ‘‘ first Tuesday of May,’’ the words 
‘* or first Tuesday of June,’’ and afier the 
words ‘shall be determined’ add the words 
‘‘ with the time of meeting.”’ 

The amendment was adopted by a con- 
stitutional vote. 

The chairman of the Committee on 
Nominations stated that the Connecticut 
State Society had extended a pressing invi- 
tation to the Association to hold its next 
meeting at New Haven; which invitation 
was referred to the Committee on Nomi- 
nations. 

He also called attention to the neces- 
sity of some radical change in the mode of 
appointing committees to prepare treatises 
on scientific subjects to be reported at the 
annual meetings. It had been seen that on 
yesterday a large majority of the committees 
made no reports, and did not even see proper 
to send in any communication explanatory 
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of delay. The difficulty heretofore has ori- 
ginated in the mode of selection adopted by 
the nominating committee. It has been 
customary for gentlemen to hand in their 
names and the proposed subjects on slips of 
paper, and the committee, without further 
investigation, have so published in the an- 
nual reports. Thus it-has happened that 
appointments have been most injudiciously 
made, and gentlemen to whom a special duty 
has been assigned have been found to know 
less of that than of any other subject. It 
was therefore hoped that no committee of 
last year would be reappointed or continued, 
from which no report had been had and no 
communication received. 

On motion, the Nominating Committee 
was unanimously instructed to act upon the 
suggestions of the chairman, whoalso stated 
that there should be some definite expression 
of disapprobation as to the course of those 
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prizes, for the government alike of contest- 
ants and the committee of adjudication, and 
that a committee be now appointed to con- 
sider and report upon that subject. 

Dr. Gordon, chairman of the Committee 
on Etiology and Pathology of Cholera, made 
a partial report, and asked to be continued. 

On motion, the report was accepted and 
referred to the Committee on Publication, 
and the petition for continuance referred to 
the Nominating Committee. 

Dr. J. B. Lindsly, chairman of the com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the propriety 
of dividing the Association into sections, for 
the better performance of its work in con- 
sidering the various branches of medicine 
and surgery, recommended the adoption of 
such a plan as being indispensably necessary 
to making this body a working scientific as- 
sociation. ‘They do not deem it necessary 
to enter into any argument in favour of this 


gentlemen who had volunteered essays, and $ plan, it being the one already universally 
had their names reported in the newspapers { adopted by similar bodies. They would 
and spread over the land, and then paid no {simply recommend, for the present, a divi- 
attention to the matter. ‘sion into the following sections, as being 


Dr. Flint, from the Committee on Prize {most suitable to facilitate the transaction of 
Essays, begged leave to report that they had 


business, viz :— 


received four dissertations in time for a 
careful and thorough examination, and two 
others, quite voluminous, only two days be- 
fore the meeting of the Association. The 
latter we have felt constrained to exclude 
altogether from the competition of the pre- 
sent year, on account of the absolute im- 
possibility of reading them with a critical 
purpose and effect. The others have been 


1. Anatomy and Physiology. 

2, Chemistry and Materia Medica. 

3. Practical Medicine and Obstetrics. 

4. Surgery. 

The committee do not propose that this 
subdivision of labour shall in any manner 
interfere with the regular business of the As- 
sociation as now conducted; but only that, 
after having assembled each day in general 


carefully examined by all the surviving session, each section shall meet separately 
members of the committee—one estimable }for the purpose of hearing and discussing 
associate, Dr. Evans, having been called {papers on such subjects as properly belong 


from all his earthly labours before the active 
duties of the committee began. More than 
one of the four essays we examined exhi- 
bited much labour and a commendable 
scholarship in their preparation, are volu- 
minous, and in some respects very meri- 
torious papers; but, in the unanimous judg- 
ment of the committee, neither of them 
possesses the degree and species of merit 
which should entitle its author to the Asso- 
ciation prize. 

The committee beg leave furthermore to 
report that, in their opinion, and as the 
suggestion of their own recent experience, 
the Association should determine in a more 
precise and formal manner than has yet been 
done, the terms and conditions of compe- 
tition and of success in the contest for 





to them; and they therefore recommend 
that the Committee of Arrangements for the 
ensuing year be requested to provide suit- 
able accommodations for the services of 
these sections, and that each of said sections 
shall be authorized to make such arrange- 
ments as may be required for the proper 
transaction of its business. 

This report was considered and adopted, 
after a very able speech in its support by 
Dr. Davis. 

Dr. J. W. Singleton, of Ky., moved the 
suspension of the rules, for the introduction 
of the following :— 

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. A. 
Evans, of Kentucky, the Association has 
lost one of its most manly and efficient mem- 
bers, and society a friend and benefactor. 
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The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Dr. W. L. Sutton, under the resolution 
appointing a committee on registration of 
births, marriages, &c., proposed a plan of 
general action, an abstract of which he read 
on motion of Dr. Gibbs, of South Carolina, 
and, on motion of Dr. L. P. Yandell, the 
subject was referred to a committee, to re- 
port during the present session. 

Drs. W. L. Sutton, J. B. Lindsly, R. W. 
Gibbs, Jr., James Bryan, Z. Pitcher, and 
G. C. Shattuck were appointed such com- 
mittee. 

A report from Dr. Thomas Logan, of 
California, on Medical Topography and Epi- 
demics, was received, and referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 

The chairman of the Committee on Vo- 
luntary Essays stated that he had received 
@ paper on a case of extra-uterine fcetation 
from Dr. Enos Hoyt, of Transylvania, 
Mass., and another on a case of accidental 
poisoning by strychnine, from Dr. Douglas 
Bly, of Rochester, N.Y. He algo presented 
a very voluminous paper entitled ‘‘ Observa- 
tions on some of the Changes of the Solids 
and Fluids in Malarial Fever, by Joseph 
Jones, Prof. of Medical Chemistry in the 
Medical College of Georgia, at Augusta.” 

By request, Prof. Jones gave a verbal 
abstract of his paper and an exposition of 
his theory; and, on motion of D. W. Yan- 
dell, the communication was referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 

Dr. D. W. Yandell announced that the 
following railroad companies had agreed to 
pass delegates to this convention over their 
roads at half price: Pittsburg, Fort Wayne, 
and Chicago; Pennsylvania Central; Jef- 
fersonville; New Albany and Salem ; Lou- 
isville and Nashville; and Cleveland and 
Pittsburg. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered 
to these companies for their liberality. 

Dr. J. B. Flint offered the following reso- 
lution :— 

Wauenrgas, our brethren of Great Britain 
are engaged in erecting a monument to the 
memory of John Hunter, whose invaluable 
services in behalf of physiology and surgery 
are recognized and honoured as well on this 
side of the Atlantic as in Europe; and 
whereas this Association, aa the representa- 
tives of American medicine, would rejoice 
in some suitable manner to participate in so 
grateful a testimonial of gratitude and re- 
spect ; therefore, 


DOMESTIO INTELLIGENCE. 


Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed, to consider in what manner this 
participation can best be effected, so as to be 
acceptable to our British brethren, and con- 
sistent with our own means and opportuni- 
ties of action, with instructions to report at 
the next annual meeting. 

The resolution was adopted, and Drs, 
Flint, Bowditch, and Shattuck appointed as 
the committee. 

Dr. Harvey Lindsly offered the follow- 
ing:— 

Wuenreas, parliamentary rules of order 
are numerous, complicated, sometimes ob- 
scure, and often inapplicable to such a body 
as the American Medical Association ; and 
whereas, from the nature of the pursuits of 
medical men, they cannot be familiar with 
these rules; therefore, 

Resolved, That a select committee of 
three members be appointed to prepare a 
system of rules for the government of this 
Association, as few in number and as con- 
cise and perspicuous as possible, to be re- 
ported at the next annual meeting. 

This resolution was adopted, and Drs. H. 
Lindsly, C. G. Comegys, and T. W. Blatch- 
ford appointed as a committee. 

The paper of Dr. Bly, on Accidental 
Poisoning by Strychnine, was read by its 
author, and as individual cases are not re- 
ported in the Transactions (except as illus- 
trations of principles) of the Association, 
thanks were returned for the communica- 
tion, with a request that it be published in 
some medical journal. 

The Nominating Committee made the 
following report :— 

The next annual meeting to take place 
at New Haven, on the first Tuesday of 
June, 1860. Dr. Eli Ives to be Junior Sec- 
retary. 

Committee of Arrangements.—Drs. Chas. 
Hooker, Stephen G. Hubbard, and Benja- 
min Silliman, Jr., with power to add to their 
numbers. 

Committee on Prize Essays.—Drs. Wor- 
thington Hooker, Conn.; G, C. Shattuck, 
Mass.; Usher Parsons, R.I.; P. A. Jew- 
ett, Conn.; and Jonathan Knight, Conn. 

Committee on Publication.—Drs. F. G. 
Smith, and C. Wister, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
S. M. Bemiss, Louisville, Ky.; E. Ives, 
New Haven, Conn.; S. B. Hollingsworth 
and E. Hartshorne, Philadelphia, Pa.; and 
H. F. Askew, Wilmington, Del. 

Committee on Medical Literature.—Drs. 
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Henry Campbell, Ga.; D. F. Wright, 
Tenn. ; O. Wendell Holmes, Mass.; S. G. 
Armor, Ohio; and W. G. Byford, III. 

Committee on Medical Education.—Drs. 
D. M. Reese, N. Y.; W. K. Bowling, 
Tenn.; Chas. Fishback, Ind.; John Bell, 
Penn.; Z. Pitcher, Mich. 

The following Special Committees were 
appointed :— 

On Morbus Coxarius, and Surgical Pa- 
thology of Articular Inflammation. — Dr. 
Lewis A. Sayre, of New York. 

On the Surgical Treatment of Strictures 
of the Urethra.—Dr. James Bryan, of Phila- 
delphia. 

On Drainage and Sewerage of Large 
Cities, their Influence on Public Health.— 


Dr. A. J. Semmes, D. C., chairman; Cor- }. 


nelius Boyle, and G. M. Dove. 

On Puerperal Tetanus, its Statistics, 
Pathology, and Treatment.—Dr. D. L. Me- 
Gugin, of Keokuk, Iowa. 

On Hospital Epidemics. —Dr. R. K. 
Smith, of Philadelphia. 

On Puerperal Fever.—Dr. S. N. Green, 
of Stilesville, Ind. 

On Anemia and Chlorosis.—Dr. H. P. 


, Ayres, of Fort Wayne, Ind. 


On Veratrum Viride.—Dr. James B. 
McCaw, of Richmond, Va. 

On Alcohol, its Therapeutical Effects.— 
Dr. J. W. Dunbar, of Baltimore, Md. 

On Meteorology.—Dr. J. G. Westmore- 
land, Atlanta, Ga. 

On Milk Sickness.—Dr. Robt. Thomp- 
son, Columbus, Ohio. ; 

On Manifestations of Disease of Nerve 
Centres —Dr. C. B. Chapman, Wisconsin. 

On the Medical Topography of Iowa.— 
Dr. T. O. Edwards, Iowa. 

On Microscopic Observations on Cancer 
Cells.—Dr. Geo. D. Norris, New Market, 
Alabama. 

On the Philosophy of Practical Medicine. 
—Dr. Jas. Graham, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

On some of the Peculiarities of the North 
Pacific, and their Relations to Climate.— 
Dr. Wm. H. Doughty, Ga. 

The following Special Committees were 
continued or altered :— 

On Microscope.—John C. Dalton, Jr., 
N. Y.; David Hutchinson, Ind.; A. R. 
Stout, Cal.; Calvin Ellis, Mass.; Christo- 
pher Johnston, Md. 
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On the Various Surgical Operations fur 
the Relief of Defective Vision.—Drs. M. A. 
Pallen, Mo.; T. J. Cogley, Ind.; and W. 
Hunt, Penn. 

On the Blood Corpuscle.—Dr. A. Sager, 
Michigan. 

On American Medical Neerology.—Dr. 
C. C. Cox, Maryland. 

On the Hygienic Relations of Air, Food, 
and Water, the Natural and Artificial 
Causes of their Impurity, and the best me- 
thods by which they can be made most effec- 
tually to contribute to the Public Health.— 
Dr. C. C. Cox, Maryland. 

On the Effect of Virus of Rattlesnake, 
&c., when introduced into the System of 
Mammalia.—Dr. A. S. Payne, Va. 

On the Climate of the Pacific Coast, and 
its Modifying Influences upon Inflammatory 
Action and Diseases generally.—Dr. O. 
Harvey, California. 

On the Constitutional Origin of Local 
Diseases and the Local Origin of Constitu- 
tional Diseases.—Drs. W. H. McKee, of 
North Carolina; and C. F. Heywood, of 
New York. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, Dr. A. J. 
Semmes was requested to serve as Secre- 
tary pro tem, during the remainder of the 
session. 

The Association took up the special or- 
der, being the Report on Medical Ethics, 
to which had been referred the action of the 
Dubuque Medical Society; which, after 
debate, was laid over until 12 o’clock to- 
morrow. 

On motion of Dr. H. F. Campbell, a sec- 
tion of meteorology, medical topography, 
and epidemic diseases, and of medical juris- 
prudence and hygiene, was added to those 
already adopted by this Association. 

The Association then proceeded to con- 
sider and act upon amendments to the Con- 
stitution proposed at the last annual meet- 
ing, and laid over under the rules. The 
following amendment was adopted :— 

Resulved, That the Constitution of this 
Association be so amended as to provide 
that no individual who shall be under sen- 
tence of expulsion or suspension from any 
State or Local Medical Society, of which 
he may have been a member, shall be re- 
ceived as a delegate to this body, or be 
allowed any of the privileges of a member, 
until he shall have been relieved from the 





On Diseases and Mortality of Boarding 
Schools.—Dr. C, Mattingly, Ky.; and Dixi 
Crosby, N. H. 





; Said sentence by such State or Local So- 
5 ciety. 
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The next amendment, laying over from } 
last year, was the proposition of Dr. Kyle, ; 
of Ohio, 
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dical education would be the effect of such 
conference. 
Dr. Comegys moved the appointment of 


That the Constitution of the Association {a committee of five to confer with the Com- 
be so amended as to prohibit the admission § mittee of Medical Teachers and report at 
as a delegate, or the recognition as a mem- ‘the next annual meeting, provided that no 
ber, of any person who is not a graduate of ; medical teacher be selected on the part of 
some respectable medical college. this Association. 

This amendment was-rejected, but, on } Dr. T. M. Blatchford, of New York, 
the question of reconsideration, a long and ‘ offered as a substitute the following pream- 
animated debate ensued. Without arriving ; ble and resolution ;— 
at a vote, the Association adjourned for; Wuereas,. Of all the subjects which can 
dinner. engage our attention in our associate capa- 

The following gentlemen have been ad- § city, that of medical education is paramount; 
mitted to the Association as members by {and whereas, harmony of action is essential 
invitation :— to success in establishing definite qualifica- 

Indiana.—B. C. Bowan, N. D. Field, }tions entitling to admission in our ranks; 
John S. Rowe, R. Curran, D. Wiley, J..;and whereas, nothing can be gained by 
A. Windle, A. V. Talbot, J. W. Davis. hasty action in a matter so vital to our very 

Ohio.—W. C. Hall, N. B. Davis. existence as a permanent medical institu- 

Tennessee.—J. M. Brannoch. tion; therefore, 

Keniucky.—W. N. Gaither, S. B. Fields,} Resolved, That further action be sus- 
W. S. Cain, J. A. Hodge, S. B. Merrifield, | pended for the present upon the subject of 
Joshua Gore, H. M. Berkeley. the resolutions offered at the last meeting of 

Missouri.—J. M. Allen. the Association by the chairman of the 

Alabama.—Dr. N. Bozeman, Dr. Tur- / special committee on medical education, 
ney. and that a committee, consisting of S. W. 

New Hampshire.—David Kay. | Butler of Pennsylvania, L. A. Smith of 

On motion, adjourned until 3 P. M. { New Jersey, Dixi Crosby of New Hamp- 
{shire, C. A. Pope of Missouri, and T. 
‘ Buckler of Maryland, shall be appointed to 
{ confer with the committee appointed at the 
The Association was called to order at 3 ; meeting of medical teachers, to report some 
P. M., Dr. H. F. Askew in the Chair. {plan for action at the next meeting of the 
The discussion on the amendment under Association. 


May 4, Arrernoon Sgssion. 


consideration at the hour of adjournment 
was renewed. 

After a long discussion, Dr. Davis, of i 
Ind., moved to lay the motion to o~iameed, 
on the table, which was carried ; 97 yeas, 
nays not counted; so the snendneeti 
stands registered. 


This amendment was lost, and the origi- 
nal resolution adopted. 

The resolutions from the New Jersey 
Medical Society were then taken from the 
table, and referred to the Committee of 
Conference. 

Dr. Davis offered a resolution instructing 


The next proposed amendment to the;the same committee to confer with the 
Constitution was that suggested by the {State Medical Societies for the purpose of 
New Jersey Medical Society, asking for‘ procuring more decisive and uniform action 
such changes as would establish a Board ; throughout the profession in carrying into 
of Censors in every judicial district of the } effect the standard of preliminary education 
Supreme Court, who should examine and {adopted by this Association at its organiza- 


grant diplomas to all proper members of the 
Association. 

This was temporarily laid on the table 
for Dr. Crosby to offer a report of the Medi- 
cal Teachers’ Convention which met on 
Monday last. He strongly recommended 
acommittee from this body to confer with 
the Teachers’ Committee, and felt great 
confidence that something beneficial to me- 





tion in 1847. This was carried. 

Dr. Gibbes, from the committee to exa- 
mine into a plan of uniform registration of 
births, marriages, and deaths, offered the 
following report :— 

They have given the same a careful con- 
sideration, and they unanimously recom- 
mend that the report be adopted and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publication. 
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They also recommend that the same com- } a seat in the Association on his presenting 
mittee be continued, with instructions to} to this body a certificate of his good stand- 
add to the report, in time for publication in} ing, signed by the Secretary of the Society 
the ensuing volume of Transactions, a form } to which he may belong at the time of each 
of registration law which may be likely to; annual meeting of this body.’’ 
answer the requirements of the several} Dr. Lyndon A. Smith, of New Jersey, 
States. said amendments to the Constitution should 

Dr. Sayre, of New York, offered the} be adopted with care, and though, perhaps, 
following :— that now proposed might be desirable, still 

Waereas, The medical profession at}as Dr. Mason, who had proposed it, was 
large have an interest in the character and} not present to explain his views, he moved 
qualifications of those who are to be admit- ; that the subject be laid over until next year. 
ted as their associates in the profession: } This suggestion was adopted. 
therefore, Another constitutional amendment, pro- 

Resolved, That each State Medical So-3 posed by Dr. Henry Hartshorne, of Penn- 
ciety be requested to appoint annually two} sylvania, and laid over from last year under 
delegates for each college in that State,}the rules, provides to add to the second 
whose duty it shall be to attend the examina- ; article the words, ‘‘ No one expelled from 
tions of all candidates for graduation; and} this Association shall at any time thereafter 
that the colleges be requested to permit; be received as a delegate or member, unless 
such delegates to participate in the examina- } by a three-fourths vote of the members 
tion and vote on the qualifications of all such $ present at the meeting to which he is sent, 
candidates. or at which he is proposed.”’ 

This was, on motion, referredtothe Com-$ This amendment was adopted. 
mittee of Conference. Another amendment, proposed by J. 

The paper of Dr. Jones, presented at the} Berrien Lindsly, of Tennessee, was called 
morning session, was taken from the Com- } up, to omit in article 2 the words, ‘‘ medi- 
mittee on Publication and referred to the; cal colleges, hospitals, lunatic asylums, and 
Committee on Prize Essays. other permanently organized medical insti- 

Dr. Eve moved to record the name of Dr.} tutions in good standing in the United 
Benj. W. Dudley as a permanent member, } States,’’ and also to omit the words, ‘‘ The 
which was adopted by a unanimous vote, } faculty of every regularly constituted medi- 
the delegates all rising to their feet in token } cal college or chartered school of medicine 
of respect. {shall have the privilege of sending two 
delegates. The professional staff of every 
May 5.. chartered or municipal hospital containing 

y a hundred inmates or more shall have the 

The President called. the Association to} privilege of sending two delegates, and 
order at 9 o’clock, and the reading of the? every other permanently organized medical 
minutes of yesterday was dispensed with. } institution of good standing shall have the 

The first business in order was an amend- } privilege of sending one delegate.” 
ment to the Constitution, laid over from$ This was laid on the table until the next 
last year, and proposed by Dr. T. L. Ma-} annual meeting. 
son, of New York, to insert in the first line? An invitation was received from Mons. 
of the second paragraph of Article 2, after; Groux, requesting the delegates to meet 
the words ‘‘shall receive the appointment; him at the Hall of the University at noon 
from,’’ the words ‘‘any medical society { to-day, to witness experiments on his con- 
permanently organized in accordance with } genital fissure of the sternum, which was 
the laws regulating the practice of physic} deferred until 4 o’clock this afternoon, as 
and surgery in the State in which they are} the Association had previously accepted the 
situated, and consisting of physicians and $ hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Ward 
surgeons regularly authorized to practise; at the former hour. 
their profession.” Dr. McDermot submitted the following 

Also, to add to the sixth paragraph of the } resolutions :— 
same article the words, ‘‘but each perma-; Waereas, a vast proportion of the dis- 
nent member of the first class designated in} ease and misery that afflict our race is caused 
this plan of organization shall be entitled to? by the excessive use of intoxicating liquors ; 











108 


AND WHEREAS, in the opinion of this Asso- 
ciation the evils of intoxication can be most 
effectually remedied by the establishment 
of Inebriate Asylums, wherein the victims 
of intemperance may be subjected to such 
restraints and treatment as shall effect a 
thorough reformation of their habits ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That this Association recom- 
mend the establishment of Inebriate Asy- 
lums in the various States of the Union. 

Resolved, That the State and County 
Medical Societies, and all members of the 
medical profession be requested to unite in 
diffusing among the people a better know- 
ledge and appreciation of the beneficent 
purposes and important benefit that would 
be conferred upon society by the establish- 
ment of such Asylums throughout the 
various sections of the country. 

This resolution was referred to the mover 
as a special committee, with a request that 
he would report thereon at the next meet- 
ing of the Association. 

Dr. Shattuck offered the following, which 
was adopted ;— 

Resolved, That the committee appointed 
in May, 1857, on Criminal Abortion, be 
requested to continue their labours, and 
especially to take all measures necessary 
to carry inte effect the resolutions reported 
by them on the first day of the meeting. 

Dr. Yandell, from the Committee on 
Voluntary Essays, made a further report 
that a communication had been received 
from Dr. Sanger, of Iowa, on Subcutaneous 
Injections as remedials, which, on motion, 
the author read. 

The essay was referred to the writer as a 
special committee, with the request that he 
would report further at the next annual 
meeting of the Association and continue 
his investigations. 

Invitations to visit the Insane Asylum 
and the Library and Museum of Transyl- 
vania Unaversity were received. 

The President appointed as the Commit- 
tee of Conference to meet the committee 
from the Teachers’ Convention, the follow- 
ing gentlemen :— 

Drs. Blatchford, Troy, N. Y.; Condie, 
Philadelphia, Pa. ; Bozeman, Montgomery, 
Ala.; Brodie, Detroit, Mich.; and Sneed, 
Frankfort, Ky. 

The Nominating Committee made the 
following final report :— 

Special Committees continued. 
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On Quarantine.—Drs. D. D. Clark, Pa.; 
Snow, R. I.; Jewell, Pa.; Fenner, La.; 
Houck, Md. 

On Medical Ethics.—Drs. Schuck, Pa.; 
Murphy, O.; Linton, Mo.; Powell, Ga.; 
Eve, Tenn. 

On Tracheotomy in Membranous Croup. 
—Dr. A. V. Dougherty, N. J. 

The Effect of the Perineal Operations for 
Urinary Calculi upon Procreation in the 
Male.—Dr. J. S. White, Memphis, Tenn. 

On Mercurial Fumigation in Syphilis.— 
Dr. D. W. Yandell, Louisville, Ky. 

On the Improvements in the Science and 
Art of Surgery, made during the last half 
century.—Dr. Jos. McDowell, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

On the Cause and Increase of Crime and 
its Mode of Punishment.—Dr. W. C. 
Sneed, Frankfort, Ky. 

On the Education of Imbecile and Idiotic 
Children.—Dr. H. P. Ayres, Fort Wayne, 
Ind. 

On the Uses and Abuses of the Speculum 
Uteri.—Dr. C. H. Spillman, of Kentucky. 

On the Topography of Vermont.—Dr. 
Perkins, of Vermont. 

On the Pons Varolii, etc.—Drs. S. B. 
Richardson, of Kentucky, and Fishback, 
of Indiana. 

On the Physiological Effects of the Hydro- 
Carbons.—Dr. F. W. White, of Illinois. 

The paper from Dr. Ellis, of Massachu- 
setts, on the subject, ‘‘ Does the Microscope 
enable us to make a positive diagnosis of 
cancer, and what, if any, are the sources of 
error ?’’ was referred to Special Committee 
on the Microscope, of which Dr. Dalton is 
chairman. 

On motion the report was adopted as a 
whole. 

Honorary resolutions were passed to the 
memory of the following members of the 
Association, deceased :— 

Dr. W. W. Boling, of Alabama; Dr. 
Thomas D. Miter, of Pennsylvania; Dr. 
P. C. Gaillard, of South Carolina; Dr. 
Jabez G. Goble, of New Jersey ; Dr. John 
K. Mitchell, of Tennessee. 

Dr. R. K. Smith, of Philadelphia, sub- 
mitted the following :— 

Resolved, That the death of Dr. John K. 
Mitchell, one of the members of this Asso- 
ciation, has been to this body a loss keenly 
felt by every man who knew him. His 
eminence as a teacher, his varied acquire- 
ments in every department of learning, and 
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his generous social qualities in every rela- 
tion, endeared him to every member of the 
profession who had the pleasure of his per- 
sonal acquaintance. 

Resolved, That the family be notified of 
the action of this Association. 

Other more formal resolutions were offer- 
ed and feeling eulogies pronounced. 

Dr. Sayre offered the following, which 
were adopted by acclamation :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Ame- 
rican Medical Association are eminently 
due and are hereby presented to the citizens 
of Louisville, Ky., for the princely hospi- 
tality publicly and privately extended to the 
members of this body during its present 
session. 

Resolved, That to the Committee of 
Arrangements and the Profession of Louis- 
ville generally, our thanks are due for their 
kind and assiduous attention to the Associa- 
tion, and for the hearty welcome with which 
they have greeted our Convention in their 
flourishing city. . 

After the transaction of some other un- 
important routine business, 

On motion of Dr. Davis, the Association 
adjourned to meet at New Haven on the 
first Tuesday in June, 1860. 

Convention of the Professors of the Medi- 
cal Colleges of the United States.—It may 
be remembered that at the annual meeting 
of the American Medical Association in 
1858, the following resolution was adopt- 
ed:— 

Resolved, That we recommend to all the 
medical colleges entitled to a representation 
in this body, that they appoint delegates 
especially instructed to represent them in a 
meeting to be held at Louisville, on Mon- 
day, the day immediately preceding the con- 
vention of the American Medical Associa- 
tion for the year 1859, at 10 o’clock in the 
morning at such place as the committee of 
arrangements shall designate. 

In pursuance of the above, delegates from 
various medical schools convened at Louis- 
ville, on the 2d of May. At 10 o’clock the 
Convention was calledto order. Prof. Dixi 
Crosby, of Dartmouth College,’was called 
to the chair, and Prof. Geo. C. Blackman, 
of the Ohio Medical College, appointed 
Secretary. 

Some discussion then ensued as to the 
mode of organization, some wishing all 
medical professors. present to act as dele- 
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gates, and others desiring that each college 
should have a unit representation. The 
following resolution was submitted by Dr. 
David F. Wright, of Shelby. Medical Col- 
lege :— 

Resolved, That all members of the Facul- 
ties of Medical Colleges now present shall 
be considered members of this Convention, 
but that where more than one belong to the 
same college'one of them alone shall vote 
in behalf of that institution. 

After some further interchange of views 
—all tending to the same wish of full repre- 
sentation—on motion of Dr. A. H. Baker, 
of Cincinnati, the following substitute was 
offered and adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three on 
credentials be appointed by the chair. 

Under this resolution, Prof. Crosby se- 
lected Drs. Baker, Shattuck, and Haskins, 
the Committee on Credentials, and the 
Convention took half an hour's recess for 
the registration of the names of delegates. 

On the Convention having been called to 
order, after the expiration of the half hour, 
the following delegates were announced as 
in attendance, with the institutions to which 
they belong :— 

Dartmouth College, New Hampshire— 
Prof. Dixi Crosby. 

Shelby Medical College, Tenn.—Profs. E. 
B. Haskins and D. F. Wright. 

Missouri Medical College—Prof. J. N. 
McDowell. 

St. Louis Medical College—Prof. M. L. 
Linton. i 

Medical College of South Carolina— 
Prof. Henry K. Frost. 

Medical College of Georgia at Augusta— 
Profs. H. F. Campbell and Joseph Jones. 

Medical Department University of Michi- 
gan—Prof. Moses Gunn. 

University of Louisville—Profs. L. P. 
Yandell and L. Powell. 

Cincinnati College of Medicine—Prof. A. 
H. Baker. . 

Lind University, Chicago—Prof. N. 8S. 
Davis. 

Ogiethorpe Medical College, Georgia— 
Prof. A. G. Thomas. 

Medical College of Ohio—Prof. George 
C. Blackman. 

Western Reserve Medical College, Cleve- 
land, O.—Prof. G. C. C. Weber. 

Kentucky School of Medicine—Profs. M. 
Goldsmith and G. W. Bayless. * 

Iowa University—Prof. McGugin. 
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Medical College of Memphis, Tenn.— 
Prof. H. R. Robards. 

Medical College of Richmond, Va.—Profs. 
B. R. Welford and L. L. Joynes. 

Atlanta Medical College, Ga.— Profs. J 
G. Westmoreland and John W. Jones. 
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4. Resolved, That hospital clinical in. 
struction constitutes a necessary part of 
medical education; and that every candi- 
date for the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
should be required to have attended such 
instruction regularly for a period of not less 


Medical Faculty of Harvard University, ‘ than five months during the last year of his 


Boston, Mass.—Prof. Geo. C. Shattuck. 

Rush Medical College,. Chicago, lil.— 
Profs. Daniel Brainard and’ Joseph W. 
Freer. 

The Convention was then permanently 
organized by the re-election of the tempo- 
rary officers. 

Dr. Wright’s resolution that members } 


! 
| 
J.3 
| 


period of medical pupilage. 

5. Resolved, That every Medical College 
: Should rigidly enforce the rule requiring 
{ three full years of medical study before 
graduation, and that the diploma of no 
; Medical College shall be recognized which 
¢ is known to violate this rule. 
Prof. Wright, of Nashville, moved that 


from Medical Colleges who are now present ; the resolutions of the report be considered 
be permitted to take part in the debates, but ‘ seriatum, and the first being taken up he 
that each college have but one vote, was ; spoke at length in opposition to it, giving a 


again taken up, considered, and passed. 
Dr. N. S. Davis offered the following, 
which was adopted :— 


Resolved, That a Business Committee of ‘ 


five be appointed by the chair to report pro- 
positions for the action of the Convention. 

The chair appointed Drs. N. S. Davis, 
Gunn, Frost, Shattuck, and Yandell. 

After a short recess to enable this com- 
mittee to report, they submitted the follow- 
ing through Dr. Davis, the Chairman:— 

1. Resolved, That this Convention recog- 
nizes the great advantages to be derived 
from the action of the American Medical 
Association in prescribing the terms and 
conditions on which medical degrees shall 
be conferred and licenses to practise medi- 
cine shall be granted; and that an expres- 
sion of opinion as to methods or periods of 
instruction, from the American Medical 
Association should be received with defer- 
ence and respect, and that all pains should 
be taken to enforce any rules and regula- 
tions recommended by that body. 

2. Resulved, That this Convention earn- 
estly recommend the American Medical 
Association to adopt such measures as will 
secure the efficient practical enforcement 
of the standard of preliminary education 
adopted at its organization in May, 1847; 
and that the medical colleges will cheerfully 
receive and record the certificates alluded to 
in said standard whenever the profession 
generally and the preceptors will see that 
students are properly supplied with them. 


3. Resolved, That no medical college ; 
should allow.any term of practice to he a$ 
substitute*for one course of lectures in the $ 


requisitions for graduation. 


free of the previous difficulties betweén 
the American Medical Association and the 
medical colleges. He could neither vote 
for such a resolution nor could he take any 
‘future part in the proceedings of a conven- 
‘tion which should adopt it. 

Prof. Brainard, of Chicago, thought this 
{ Convention was asked to take a step fraught 
with peril to the harmony of the profession 
and its best interests; it should be met on 
the threshold and a solemn protest entered 
against it. This body did not represent the 
Medical Colleges of the country with una- 
nimity ; New York, Philadelphia, and New 
Orleans, are not represented here, and he 
must consider their absence as a protest 
against the assumption of any power on the 
part of this body or the American Medical 
Association to dictate the terms on which 
the colleges should confer their degrees or 
receive their students. 

The admission of such a resolution would 
produce hostile factions both in the profes- 
sion and in the colleges, and could never 
receive the sanction of those who had inde- 
? pendent chartered rights to fall back upon. 
He was opposed to no true improvement in 
the medical profession, but he did object to 
shutting that door upon young men desirous 
of entering the profession, through which 
we ourselves all had entered. 

Without definite action on the resolution, 
the Convention adjourned until 3 o’clock 
P.M. 








AFTERNOON SESSION. 


$ When the Convention reassembled, Dr. 


Bayless offered the following amendments 
‘to the first resolution :— 
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1. Tosubstitute in the third line the word 
“recommending’’ for ‘‘ prescribing.’’ 

2. To strike out all after the words “‘ de- 
ference and respect.’’ 

A long discussion ensued on the regolu- 
tion, which was participated in by Drs. 
Bayless, Yandell, Palmer, McDowell, 
Davis, Brainard, Shattuck, Baker, and 
Wright. The differences of opinions 
seemed almost as various as the number of 
speeches, when Prof. L. L. Joynes, of the 
Medical College of Richmond, Va., offered 
the following preamble and resolutions as a 
substitute for the resolutions from the Busi- 
ness Committee :— 

Wueragas, It appears that a large propor- 
tion of the Medical Colleges of the United 
States are unrepresented in this Convention, 
and no changes in the present system of 
education can beeffectual unless adopted by 
the schools generally— 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this 
time to take any action upon the proposition 
contained in the report presented by the 
Special Committee on Medical Education, 
at the last meeting of the American Medical 
Association. 

Resolved, That with the view of obtaining 
amore general union in counsel and in ac- 
tion, upon this important subject, this Con- 
vention do now adjourn to meet again on 
the day preceding the next annual meeting 
of the American Medical Association, at the 
place which may be agreed upon for said 
meeting, and that the several Medical Col- 
‘leges in the United States be requested to 
appoint each one delegate to such adjourned 
meeting of this Convention. 

These resolutions were amended, at the 
suggestion of Dr. Wright, to include the 
appointment of a committee of five to take 
into consideration, during the recess, the 
various matters referred to in the resolutions, 
and to report thereon at the adjourned meet- 
ing. 

The vote was demanded on this by col- 
leges, and resulted as follows:— 

YeEas—Shelby Medical College, Missouri 
Medical College, St. Louis Medical College, 
Oglethorpe Medical College, Ohio Medical 
College, Western Reserve Medical College, 
Kentucky School of Medicine, Medical Col- 
lege, Richmond, Atlanta Medical College, 
Rush Medical College—10. 

Nays—Medical College, S. C.; Medical 
College, Ga., Medical Department Univer- 
sity, Mich., University of Louisville, Cin- 
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cinnati College of Medicine, Lind Univer- 
sity, Iowa University, Medical College, 
Memphis, Harvard University—9. 

The substitute was declared adopted, yeas 
10, nays.9, and so the Convention stood ad- 
journed until the day preceding the next 
annual meeting of the American Medical 
Association. 

The chairman appointed the following 
committee under the above resolution: Drs, 
L. P. Yandell, Geo. Shattuck, Geo. C. 


Blackman, H. F. Campbell, and M. Gunn. 


Quarantine and Sanitary Convention.— 
The third annual meeting of this body was 
held in the Hall of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, New York, on the 27th, 28th, 
29th, and 30th of April. One hundred and 
forty-two delegates were present. Dr. 
Joseph M. Smith wel d the deleg 
tothe city. The Convention was organized 
by the election of the following officers: 
President, Joun H. Gaiscom, M. D., of New 
York ; twelve vice-presidents from the dif- 
ferent States represented, and six secretaries 
were elected. 

Dr. Griscom, on taking the chair, made 
some very happy remarks in acknowledg- 
ment of the honour so unexpectedly confer- 
red upon him. The objects of the Con- 
vention, he said, were twofold—to consider 
the external sanitary police of cities, whose 
Operation was co- extensive with commerce, 
and the internal hygienic police of society. 
The first was the most imposing, but the 
last he thought far the most important. 
Quarantine defences had engaged the atten- 
tion of all commercial nations from time 
immemorial, but the hygienic rules for the 
preservation of the health of individuals and 
of families had been strangely neglected. 
Yet the house on the heath and the tenement 
in the city needed to know them alike, and 
ignorance of them was limiting human life 
far more narrowly than nature had set. New 
York city in twenty-five years had lost— 


Inhabitants. 





From cholera, . : ; 

‘¢ cholera infantum, B 
Tn 20 years from kyescrpiicle, Z 
From erysipelas, 

*¢ cholera morbus, . 


*¢ convulsions (mostly infantile), 20,000 


These were diseases originating in the 
domicils. But from yellow fever, against 
which, more than anything else, we erect 


‘ 
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the barriers of quarantine, the loss in fifty } yellow fever has ever been conveyed from 


years had been only 600. These pregnant } 


facts produced quite a sensation. 
A committee was appointed to arrange 
and propose the business of the sessions. 


one person to another, it is the opinion of 
this Convention that the personal quaran. 
tine of yellow fever cases may be safely 
abolished. 


Second day, Thursday, April 28th.—The;} Dr. Kemp, from the Committee on Qua. 
Committee on Quarantine appointed by the ; rantine, reported that, inasmuch as only a 
last convention presented its report. This } minority of the committee was present, they 
is an elaborate document. of eighty four ; did not feel at liberty to amend the report, 
pages. First, it details the history of Qua- } which had been recommitted to them for 
rantine from the earliest times. Second, it }that purpose, but he reported two resolu- 
discusses the question—‘‘ Have Quarun- tions, which were adopted. These resolu. 
tines secured the object for which they were } tions reiterate the necessity of continuing 
originally intended? If not, the reasons | quarantine through all the months of the 
of their failure?’’ and gives the reasons; year, and recommend more careful atten. 
why, to some extent, they have not. Third, | tion to hygiene on board vessels. 
it considers what reforms are necessary at The code of sanitary laws drafted by Dr. 
make them more efficient and less burden- } Clarke, of Boston, was considered, by sec- 
some. The report is signed by the mem- pane and adopted—with some amendments, 
bers of the committee, to wit: Drs. Wilson } making it more comprehensive. 

Jewell, R. La Roche, and D. F. Condie, | The Business Committee reported, advis- 
of Philadelphia; John M. Moriarty, of} ing that committees be appointed to report, 
Boston; Warren Cleveland, of Brooklyn; pat the next Convention, on the subjects of 
Wm. J. Wragg, of Charleston; William } Food, City Cleanliness, Architecture, with 
Selden, of Norfolk; and William Kemp, } reference to domiciliary hygiene, and the 
of Baltimore. A fourth part, for which Dr. ; sale of Drugs and Poisons. 

Wragg alone is responsible, discusses the ; Lieut. Veile offered the following, which 


feasibility of a uniform system of quarantine | was adopted :— 


laws. The fifth part, to treat of the best ; Wuenrzeas, The drainage and sewerage of 
means of purifying infected vessels, was cities is, of necessity, among the powers 
intrusted to Dr. Cleveland, of Brooklyn. and duties of the corporate authorities 
The first part of the report was read and ; thereof, and, as a consequence, beyond the 
adopted without debate. The second part, ; control of the private citizens ; therefore be 
without committing its authors to any | radi- 3 it 
cal doctrine, leaned well to the side of the’ Resolved, As the sense of this Conven- 
party that would abolish all quarantine. } tion, that the responsibility for all diseases® 
This was debated at length, and finally and deaths in cities, caused by defective 
adopted. ; } sewerage or imperfect drainage, rests upon 
The third part of the report was then read } the corporate authorities, and it be earnestly 
and discussed, afier which, on motion of ; recommended to the civic authorities to in- 
Dr. James R. Wood, the whole report of the } vestigate, and to provide prompt remedies 


committee was recommitted, with instruc- 
tions to report it to-morrow, complete and 3 
free from its radicalisms. 3 

Evening Session.—The evening session ; 
was devoted to the report of Dr. Henry G. 
Clark, of Boston, proposing a draft of a 
sanitary code for cities. After considerable 
discussion, in which objection was made to 
the general applicability of the proposed 
code, the further consideration of the sub- 
ject was postponed. 

Third day, April 29.—On motion of Dr. 
A. H. Stevens, after considerable discus- 
sion, it was— 

Resolved, That in the absence of any 





; for the evils from these causes. 

A motion prevailed to meet again at 10 
o’clock on Saturday. 

It was announced that the authorities of 
the city of New York had offered to pub- 
lish the proceedings of the Convention. 

Fourth day, April 30.—The Convention 
met this morning. On motion of Gen. 
Mather, the following resolution was adopt- 
ed:— 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
by the President to inquire and report as to 
the organization and: practical working of 
the Dispensaries in the cities of this and other 
States, as to their relation to municipal and 


evidence establishing the conclusion that {domiciliary hygiene. 
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On motion of Mayor Lincoln, the Con- 
vention determined to hold its next annual 
session in the city of Boston, June 14th, 
1860. 

On motion of Dr. Harris, a committee 
was appointed to report upon the causes of 
malaria, that are properly subject to the 
control of State and municipal authorities. 

After passing the ordinary complimentary 
resolutions, the President announced the 
committees, and declared the Convention 
adjourned sine die. 

Pennsylvania Hospital.—Prof. G. B. 
Woop, who has for many years been one 
of the physicians to this institution, a posi- 
tion which he has filled with eminent credit 
to himself, with great benefit to the sick 
who needed the aid of the charity, and 
greatly to the advantage of the numerous 
students who sought clinical instruction 
there, has resigned. Dr. F. G. Smith has 
been elected in his place. 

Medical Department of Pennsylvania Col- 
lege.—In our number for April last (pp 62-63) 
we announced the retirement of Prof. A. 
Suillé from this school. Since then the re- 
maining members of the Faculty have sent 
in their resignations to the Trustees of \the 
Parent Institution at Gettysburg. The 
Faculty of the ‘ Philadelphia Medical Col- 
lege’’ applied for the vacant chairs to which 
they have been elected, and the professors in 
the latter school now constitute the Faculty 
of the Pennsylvania Medical College. 

Medical Department of the Army.—The 
Army Medical Board, which recently con- 
vened in this city, have recommended the 
following gentlemen for appointment in the 
Medical Staff of the Army :— 

No. 1. George Suckley, M.D., New 
York. 

No. 2. Dewitt C. Peters, M.D., New 
York. 

No. 3. Charles H. Alden, M.D., Penn- 
sylvania. 

Assistant Surgeons, Alexander B. Hasson 
and Jonathan Letherman were examined 
by the Board and found qualified for pro- 
motion. 


Navy Medical Board.—The Board of 
Naval Medical Examiners, consisting of 
Surgeons W. S. W. Ruschenberger, L. B. 
Hunter, J. D. Miller, and Passed Assistant 
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Surgeon George H. Howell, adjourned sine 
die, May 23d, 1859. 

Assistant Surgeons Thos. J. Turner (ap- 
pointed in 1853), R. P. Daniel, William G. 
Hay, and William T. Hord (appointed in 
1854), were found qualified for promotion. 

Of the competitors before the Board for 
the ten vacancies which will probably occur, 
in the course of the year, in the grade of 
assistant surgeon, the following have been 
selected :— 

1, William Bradley, Pa., 2, Edward F. 
Corson, Pa. ; 3, David Kendleberger, Ohio; 
4, Joseph D. Grafton, Arkansas ; 5, Robert 
L. Weber, Pa.; 6, Robert J. Freeman, 
Va.; 7, William E. Taylor, Va.; 9, James 
McMaster, Pa.; 10, James W. Herty, Ga. 

The five first named have been already 
appointed, and it is probable the others will 
receive commissions in the Medical Corps 
of the Navy prior to the meeting of another 
board. 

It is supposed that the increased activity 
of the naval service, in connection with the 
comparatively small number of medical! offi- 
cers, a large proportion of whom, from age 
and physical disability, are incapable of 
active duty, will induce the next Congress 
to authorize a considerable augmentation of 
the medical corps. Should this conjecture 
prove to be correct, it is probable that from 
forty to fifty assistant surgeons will be re- 
quired to fill new appointments in the course 
of the year 1860. Those young members 
of the profession who are desirous to obtain 
admission into the Naval Medical Corps 
should begin now to prepare for the compe- 
tition which will be open in the course of 
the next spring. 

Collegeof Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York.—Dr. Tos. M. Marxoe has been 
appointed ‘‘ Lecturer adjunct to the Pro- 
fessor of Surgery,’’ and Dr. Geo. T. Ex- 
LioT, Jr., ‘‘ Lecturer adjunct to the Pro- 
fessor of Obstetrics,’’ in this school. 

American Medical Literature.—We have 
never felt any sympathy with those who 
desired to prematurely force forward the 
Medical Literature of this country by a sort 
of hot- house process, believing that a natu- 
ral healthy growth was inevitable, which 
would make up for any slowness of matura- 
tion by its excellence and permanency. We 
observe with much pleasure the evidences 
of progress ‘in this direction which are daily 





114 FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


- multiplying, and it affords us gratification , admirably fulfilling this intention. We may 
to chronicle each new step in advance. $ differ from him in his estimate of the value 
When Professor Dalton, of New York, re- ; of particular facts, and in the conclusions 
cently issued a systematic work on Human} he deduces from them; but the work igs 
Physiology, we felt assured that it would ; highly creditable to his judgment and indus. 
at once take its position among the most; try, and is not surpassed by any with which 
advanced expositions of the science that our } we are acquainted as a concise summary of 
language afforded. Weare therefore pleased } human physiology, giving due prominence 
to find the following tribute to its merits, {to those points which have the most inti- 
which we‘extract from the April number of; mate bearing on medical practice. We must 
the Westminster Review — well-deserved > not omit to mention that the illustrations 
praise which, as we have reason to know, } are nearly all original, and are of high 
emanates from one of the most distinguished ; merit ; and that the whole getting: up of the 
physiologists of Great Britain. ibook does great credit to the American 

*¢ In striking contrast with the six ponder- ' press.’’ 
ous tomes of which the Cyclopedia consists ? — 
(one of its five volumes being so bulky that ; 
a division of it is indispensable for use), is : FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
a compendious treatise that has recently : 
issued from the American press, by arising’ Castration for Radical Cure of Epilepsy. 
young physiologist, who had previously >—A novel operation has been performed 
gained considerable distinction by his ori- {in London for the radical cure of epilepsy 
ginal investigations, His ideas of the science }in the male—viz. castration. The case, as 
are based less upon the systems which have } may be supposed, has excited both in and 
been commonly accredited, than upon the } out of the profession some interest, and 
investigations which have marked its pro- ’ much surprise; and it has been in conse- 
gress during a recent epoch ; so that énstead } quence fully detailed to the Medico-Chirur- 
of interweaving the latter with the former, } gical Society by the operator, Mr. Hotr- 
after the fashion of most systematic writers; HousE. We shall at present only briefly 
and teachers, modifying the older doctrines ? allude here to one or two of the most promi- 
in so far as may be necessary to make them } nent points. We may say at once that both 
accordant with later researches, he has’ the voice of the profession, and the results 
taken, as it were, an altogether new point } of the case, unmistakably forbid a repeti- 
of departure, and has set himself to consider ; tion of the operation. The man, as a cus- 
on what plan and with what materials the ‘ trato, suffers from fits just as he suffered 
fabric might be best built up, if it were now ; from them before he was emasculated. 
to be erected de novo. There is, we think,;The precedents—the reputed successful 
considerable advantage to science in the} operations in this kind—came from Ten- 
occasional advent of fresh minds which do} nessee, Missouri, and the backwoods of 
not allow themselves to be fettered by its} America. No doubt, these cases may be 
traditions, but determine to prove and exa- ; perfectly correct, but they come from too 
mine everything for themselves. Unfor- ; far off to satisfy the sceptical minds of a 
tunately, some of these seem to differ from } modern European medical audience. Mr. 
their predecessors for the mere sake of esta- ’ Holthouse considered that the man’s yearn- 
blishing a claim to originality, or of gratify- ; ings to be rid of his testicles were the legi- 
ing their own love of antagonism and fault- ; timate reasonings of a sensible and conse- 
finding. This, however, is nota fault which ; quent mind; but most other persons who 
can be laid to Dr. Dalton’s charge. His} came across the individual seem to have 
object has been, not to invalidate the re-‘ regarded him as of defective intelligence— 
searches of others, but to establish and cor-}in fact, as decidedly a monomaniac. He 
roborate them by original investigation, so; assuredly was an excellent patient, in that 
as to present to the world a compact and jhe readily submitted to any and every kind 
reliable summary of the principal verities‘of treatment suggested. He had visited 
of physiological science that shall be in‘ hospitals in France, Germany, England, 
accordance with the most advanced know- {and America. He had been dosed with 
ledge of the time; and we are happy in } nitrate of silver until he was permanently 
being able to recommend his: treatise as {blackened ; and had swallowed vast quan- 
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tities of other irremediable agents. Mr.‘ formula: Subnitrate of bismuth, 4 parts; 
Acton inquired why his urethra had not § liquorice powder, 8 parts ; iodide of sulphur, 
been cauterized a@ la Lallemand. More; 30 parts. Of this compound the patient is 
attention, however, had been paid to his‘ to take ten or twelve pinches in the day, 
laryngeal than his urethral passage, for his according to their effect.— Med. Times and 
larynx had been well cauterized by Dr. ’ } Gaz., April 2, 1859. 
Horace Green—of course for the cure of his ; 
epilepsy; and this failing, he came to Eng-; Death from Chloroform.—A patient, aged 
land to have his trachea opened under Dr. about 60, was admitted under the care of 
Marshall Hall. But the trachea was not’M. Maisonneuve, when it was found on 
touched; and he then fell back on the tes- examination that he was suffering from dis- 
ticle operation, which, by the way, had also } location of the hip-joint. With aview to its 
been recommended to him in America. $ reduction, chloroform was administered, but 
Failing to get his wishes for the removal of ; only go partially that the patient could hardly 
his imaginative encumbrances gratified in} be said to have been under its influence. 
St. Thomas’s Hospital, he removed to the ; The efforts used were, as may be supposed 
Westminster Hospital, and there attained ; from the nature of the accident, somewhat 
their accomplishment. Though he has ‘ of a violent kind. Twenty minutes after he 
gained nothing, and lost much, by the | had ceased to respire the fumes of the chlo- 
operation, he is, as we are informed by Mr. } roform, symptoms of cerebral congestion 
Coote, very happy in St. Bartholomew’s } supervened, which in due course terminated 
Hospital, where he may be seen any day}in death. M. Maisonneuve is decidedly of 
promenading about, apparently proud of his‘ opinion that the death was not due to the 
singular condition.— Med. Times and Gaz.,{ anesthetic, but to the cerebral congestion, 
March 26, 1859. hese that this state of brain he believed had 
_ been induced solely by the violent efforts 
Chromate of Potash in Warts. — M. } demanded in the reduction of the dislocated 
Biascuko recommends the following for-;limb.—Med. Times and Gaz., April 9, 
mula as one of certain operation, even in} 1859. 
very old standing and inveterate warts: 
Chromate, gr. 13; lard, 3i.—M., tobe rub-; Death from Chloroform.—The young 
bed in night and morning.—L’ Union Méd.,} Princess Windischgritz, we are told by a 
1859, Bekins journal, has been accidentally poi- 
§ 





soned by chloroform, having inhaled too 


Collodion in Onyzis.—M. Lanrey treats ; strong a dose for the relief of a headache, 
to which she was liable. 


this affection, which is very common in the 
military hospitals, by interposing a few _- 
shreds of charpie, wetted with collodion,; Professor Faraday on Schénbein's Ozone 
between the nail and the fleshy projection. } and Antozone.—Scuonzein has been led to 
The collodion on drying becomes aggluti- {the belief that oxygen can exist in a third 
nated to the parts upon which it is applied, ; state, as far removed by its properties from 
and presses down the fungoid growth most; ordinary oxygen in the one direction as 
effectually. It adheres for three or four‘ ozone is in the other; and therefore, in a 
days, and is then replaced by a similar | certain sense, antagonistic to ozone. This 
dressing. The application causes a little; substance he names antozone, and believes 
pain at the time, but its action is certain, ! that it also enters into combination, retain- 
and in this way simple onyxis is often cured’ ing, for the time, its special properties. 
in three weeks.—Moniteur des Hop., 1859, Hence there is not merely ozone and anto- 
No. 30. . ‘ $ zone, but also ozonide and antozonide com- 
_ ‘pounds. Thus, permanganic acid, chromic 
Bismuth Snuff in Coryza.—M. Monne- | acid, peroxides of manganese, lead, cobalt, 
RET, we are told by the Revue de Thérop., ‘ nickel, bismuth, silver, etc., form a list of 
has established the services of subnitrate of: bodies containing more or lees of ozone in 
bismuth in acute coryza, and Dr. Sobrier ’ :combination; and the characters of ozone, 
has lately shown that by the addition of ; and of these bodies because of the ozone in 
iodide of sulphur to it, a cure for chronic; them, is that they are electro-negative to * 
coryza is obtained. The following is his: the antozonides, «. e. as copper to zinc; they 
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evolve chlorine from chlorides; they cannot 
generate peroxide of hydrogen; and they 
render blue the precipitated tincture of guai- 
acum. On the other hand, oxywater and 
the peroxides of potassium, sodium, barium, 
strontium, and calcium, form a list of sub- 
stances containing antozone. These bodies 
are electro: positive to the former; they can- 
not evolve chlorine from hydrochloric acid, 
or the chlorides ; they evolve the peroxide 
of hydrogen when treated either by oxy- 
acids or even the hydrochloric acid, and 
they not only do not render blue the white 
precipitated guaiacum, but they restore that 
which has been rendered blue by ozone to 
the white or colourless condition. Now, 
when two ozonides or two antozonides are 
put together, with the addition of water or 
an indifferent acid, they mingle, but do not 
act on each other; but if one body from 
each list be associated in like manner, they 
mutually act, oxygen is evolved from both, 
and ordinary oxygen is set free; or rather, 
as Schinbein believes, ozone separates from 
one body, and antozone from the other ; and 
these uniting; produce the intermediate or 
neutral oxygen. Thénard, who discovered 


-the peroxide of hydrogen, showed that the 
peroxide of silver, when brought into contact 
with it, not only caused the separation of 
part of the oxygen of the fluid, but also itself 
lost oxygen, that element leaving both bodies, 


and appearing in the gaseous state. As to 
the independent existence of oxygen in these 
two new and antithetical states, ozone has 
been so obtained, i. e. out of combination, 
and independent of any other body; but 
antozone has not as yet afforded this proof 
of its possible separatecondition. Oxywater 
is the compound in which it seems nearest 
to a free condition. As Schiénbein’s view 
includes the idea that oxygen in these two 
states can retain their peculiar properties 
when out of combination, and have them 
conferred otherwise than by combination, 
and as ozone does fulfil these conditions, 
and does exist in the independent state, so 
it is important that antozone should be pur- 
sued by experiment until it gives 4 like re- 
sult. In relation to this subject the view of 
Mr. Brodie should be referred to, respecting 
the condition of certainelements at the mo- 
ment of chemical change, on which he 
published a paper in the Phil. Trans. for 
1850, p. 759, and another in the Chemical 
* Society’s Journal in 1855. He assumed 
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oxygen as capable of existing in two states; 
the particles being polarized to each other 
by the action of associated particles, and for 
the moment in the relation of oxygen and 
hydrogen to each other ; he also made many 
numerical experiments for the purpose of 
obtaining the equivalent action of the oxy. 
gens assumed to be in these opposed polar 
states.—Med. Times and Gaz., April 6, 
1859. 

Re-establishment of the Chair of History 
of Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine at 
Paris.—This chair, which some time since 
was suppressed, has upon the recommenda. 
tion of a great majority of the Faculty, when 
consulted by the minister of public instruc. 
tion, been re-established, the eloquent 
pleading of M. Malgaigne had much influ- 
ence on this excellent decision. It was also 
decided not to recommend the establishment 
of chairs for specialities. —Jbid. 

Imperial Academy of Warsaw.—Dr. 
Lupovica Hirscurt1gzp, late Chef de Cli- 
nique of the Hétel Dieu of Paris, has been 
recently appointed Professor of Anatomy at 
the Imperial Academy of Warsaw, Conseil- 
ler d’Etat, and a nobleman of the fourth 
order of nobility. This appointment marks 
a new era opening for the Jews of Russia, 
as no Jew before his time has ever been 
permitted to hold office there. The Jewish 
Chronicle adds that, several months ago the 
same post was offered to Dr. Hirschfield, 
provided he would embrace the Greek reli- 
gion, but he refused to accept it on such 
terms. He now receives the chair on his 
own terms.—Jbid. 

Brutality of Masters of Vessels.—Some 
slight idea of the brutality exercised by 
masters of vessels towards their crew may 
be gathered from the fact, that in Liverpool 
alone, during twelve months ending June, 
1858, upwards of 150 patients from merchant 
vessels were admitted into the Northern 
Hospital at Liverpool, whose sufferings, in 
every case, were the results of maltreatment 
at the hands of their officers. As the law 
now stands, a captain has unlimited, and 
almost irresponsible, power over his crew; 
while the slightest act of indiscretion on the 
part of the crew is visited with the most 
severe punishment.—Med, Times and Gaz., 
March 26, 1859. 





